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Gount Qur SBlessings

Ceaiyun Ciieh

Albeit that the church building was already too small
to meet our needs when purchased in the mid 90’s, we
were most thankful for God’s provision. It gave us a

permanent worship place and the

)\ , stability for growth. Just when

/] the congregation was so excited
/4 and filled with joy, we also
/ learned that a highway was about

to be constructed next to our church. It would take
away part of the land and might jeopardize the safety of
the church building.

I was in the City Hall listening to the pleading of our
church to the city. My heart was heavy. I wishedI had
the resources to provide for our people a sound place to
worship. When our family came here eighteen years
ago, there was no Chinese church in Columbia. We
joined the Evangelical Free Church and our children grew
up there. When Christian Witness Center graciously
sent Pastor Ko to help Columbia’s brothers and sisters to
start the church, we were too comfortable to make a
move. That nightin the City Hall, I made up my mind to
come back to the Chinese Church. And God let us
witness His faithfulness year after year.

We felt very sad about the highway construction, yet
it turned out that our church was given pretty good
protection and a lump sum of money for compensation.
This money allowed us to start our building project. The
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Building Committee originally proposed to purchase a
manufactured one-story structure to give us more
classrooms. By the spring of 2004, the Committee
members presented their vision of placing this structure
on a basement. We would have to raise an additional
eighty thousand dollars in order to launch this project.
When we didn’t know how to face this challenge, Pastor
Ko shared with us a way to learn about God’s will. He
asked us to pray that the church would receive a total
pledge of thirty thousand dollars within a month. If it
happened, we could know that it was God’s will for us to
go on with the project. Praise the Lord that the church
received just the right amount that summer.

“If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who
gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be
given to him. But when he asks, he must believe and
not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the
sea, blown and tossed by the wind.” (James 1:5,6) This
passage from the Book of James was great comfort to me
during the past two years. The building project faced
many crises. First, the City denied our building permit
and required us to meet their building criteria. We were

informed that we would have to put in a

costly sewer system and many other

things that we did not plan for. When

’J we finally received the building permit, a

natural disaster hit New Orleans. Prices

for the building material increased as a

result. We discovered that our original budget was not
enough to finish our building addition. However, God
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showed us again that he is faithful. Just like the widow
at Zarephath, we never used up our flour and oil.
Brothers and sisters gave generously and willingly. At
one time, a check came in from a Christian family that
did not attend our Church. We never shared our need
with them, yet somehow they learned about it. Also,
the number of families that give support to our Church on
a regularly basis grows.

In the beginning, we only asked God to give us a few
more classrooms. He gives us more than we asked,
because He knows our needs. Our church is growing.
It increases not only in size but in needs. In our
congregation, besides the students from overseas, we
have elderlies from the Far East and younger generation
that was born here. Our ministries expand in many
directions and cross the cultures. We help the students,
care for the old, bridge the gap of our cultures, and reach
out to those who have never heard about Christ. The
new building will accommodate our physical need and
help us to reach out to our community. At the same
time, we need brothers and sisters to support each other
and to work side by side to accomplish God’s great
commission. The building project is just the beginning.
It teaches us about the abundance of our Heavenly
Father and molds us to work with each other.

So, let us count our blessings now!

He is the Lord! He is worthy to be praised!
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